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MICHELLE O’BYRNE

Minister for Community Development

$92,000 for North-West Children’s Projects

The Minister for Community Development, Michelle O’Byrne, today announced that11 projects in the State’s North-West had been successful in obtaining grants from the inaugural Tasmanian Early Years Foundation funding program.

Ms O’Byrne said the foundation would provide more than $92,000 for the projects, which would help improve the lives of North-West children and their families.

“The funding program is designed to support initiatives that encourage and help disadvantaged or marginalised Tasmanians to be part of their community, both socially and economically.”

Ms O’Byrne said the successful North-West applicants were:

· Riana Primary School ($11,000) to employ a teacher assistant to collect families so they can participate in playgroup and baby playgroup programs.

· Waratah-Wynyard Council ($9700) to provide parent information packs to parents of each child born in the regional hospital and to parents accessing the local childcare centre.

· Mersey Leven Childcare Services ($6500) to provide specialist tutors to assist parents and carers explore literacy, music and creative development with their babies and toddlers.

· Mersey Leven Childcare Services – Keiko Long Day Care ($7620) for a Gym For Juniors program in the East Devonport community for children up to the age of six years.

· Burnie Community House Inc. ($4450) to engage a children’s entertainment group to provide free interactive experiences for parents and young children from 0-6 years. 

· Somerset Puddleduck Playcentre Inc. ($4509) for a new music-orientated playgroup open to all children from 0-5 years and their families.

· Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation ($19,431) for a two year research project involving a collaborative approach to family support including regular parent/carer playgroup sessions, family counselling, in-home support and the development of a social support network.

· Child Health and Parenting Services – Parenting Centre/Child Development Unit ($4974) for a health promotion activity for parents to learn how to play and interact effectively with their young children.

· Penguin Primary School ($4295) for a program targeting parents with children between 0-6 years to give them better skills to raise their children.

· West Ulverstone Primary School – Early Connections Program ($4950) to promote child development and parent-child interaction.

· West Ulverstone Primary School ($15,000) to provide professional development to people working with families and to build parent capacity.

Ms O’Byrne said the funding program contributed to the Foundation’s objective of supporting and promoting the wellbeing, development and learning of Tasmanian children up to the age of six years through research or evidence-based projects, promotion and awareness of the importance of the early years.

“The State Government established the non-profit Tasmanian Early Years Foundation as part of its commitment to giving every Tasmanian child the best possible start in life, and as the basis for a healthy and happy future,” Ms O’Byrne said

“Across the world there is a strong body of evidence and increasing acknowledgement that the early years are a crucially important stage of human development. 

“By working together with all sectors of the community, Tasmanian children will have the best chance of leading a fulfilling and enriched life.”

Further information about the foundation is available by visiting www.earlyyears.org.au, calling 1300 367 863 or emailing foundation@earlyyears.org.au
Contact:: Rohan Wade 6336 2443 or 0417 051 255 
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