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LISA SINGH, MP
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier
Seeking Tassie’s early years champions
Individuals who are making an exceptional contribution to the learning, wellbeing and development of Tasmanian children will be recognised through the inaugural Tasmanian Early Years Foundation Achievement Awards.

Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier Lisa Singh today launched the awards at Moonah Primary School, where the occasion was celebrated with a spirited musical performance by students from the school’s Launching into Learning Hub.

Ms Singh said the hub, which provides play and learning programs for pre-kinder kids and parents, was an excellent example of an initiative aimed at supporting the development of children during the early years of ages zero to six.

“The Early Years Achievement Awards aim to discover and applaud those who are contributing to the learning, wellbeing and development of Tasmanian children and their families during these important years,” Ms Singh said.
“Too often, inspirational people go largely unrecognised but the Early Years Foundation is making sure that doesn’t happen in the early years sector.”
Nominations are now open for three awards:

· Community award: For an individual who has demonstrated a high level of commitment to the wellbeing, development and learning of children in their early years and their families.

· Professional award (sponsored by Fullers Bookshop):  For an individual whose valuable contribution to the early years is being made through their work in the government, non-government or community sector, that includes support for early childhood literacy and numeracy.

· Inspirational Champion for the Early Years Award (sponsored by MyState Financial): For an individual who has been an inspirational champion or leader and shown an outstanding commitment to giving Tasmanian children the best possible start in life.
Ms Singh encouraged Tasmanians to think about the people they know who are making a contribution and to consider nominating them for an Early Years Achievement Award.
“This is our chance to make sure the quiet achievers are recognised and celebrated,” Ms Singh said.

“It’s also an opportunity to inspire others to help build a healthy, happy and positive future for Tasmanian children.”

Ms Singh congratulated the Tasmanian Early Years Foundation for creating an opportunity to recognise and encourage those supporting young children and their families.
“These awards will celebrate their achievements and highlight the importance of investing in the early years,” Ms Singh said.
“The award recipients will receive prize money for investment in professional development or projects to benefit their own communities and this will ensure we can build on the fantastic work already being undertaken across the State.”
Nominations close 3 October 2008 and the awards will be announced on 25 October 2008. More information at www.earlyyears.org.au
The Tasmanian Early Years Foundation Achievement Awards are also supported by Southern Cross Television and Sea-FM.
For more information, contact Tasmanian Early Years Foundation CEO Rebecca Smith on 0418 341 075.
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