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The paradox of modernity

ÂñDespite material abundance and the 
ability to generate unimaginable wealth 
there is grave concern about the 
deterioration of the quality of the 
human environment required for high 
levels of developmental healthò

Â D Keating and C Hertzman, Developmental Health 
and the Wealth of Nations, 1999



Urie Bronfenbrenner on social 
change

Â There has been a societal breakdown in 
the process of ñmaking human beings 
human.ò

Â The signs of this breakdown are seen in 
the growing rates of alienation, apathy, 
rebellion, delinquency and violence we 
have seen in youth 

Â Bronfenbrenner, 1969



Urie Bronfenbrenner on social 
change

Â Today these forces of disarray, 
increasingly being generated in the 
larger society, have reached a critical 
stage that is much more difficult to 
reverse.

ÂñThey have been producing growing 
chaos in the lives of children and youthò

Â Bronfenbrenner et al, 1996



Symptoms of ñgrowing chaosò

Â Increasing rates of abuse and its 
consequences



Number of children in out of 
home care 1998-2008: Aust
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Rates of children on care and 
protection orders: Australia
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Numbers of child protection 
notifications and substantiations
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Rate of child protection 
substantiatons by age group



Ratio of substantiated child abuse 
Indigenous:Other children



Rising rates of self-harm 
admissions in teenage girls



Percentage  of adolescents with 
Conduct Problems

1974 1986 1999

Boys 7.6 12.1 16.7

Girls 6.0 8.6 13.1

Collishaw et al. 2004



Percentage of Adolescents with 
Emotional Problems

1974 1986 1999

Boys 7.8 7.8 13.3

Girls 12.8 13.4 20.4

Collishaw et al. 2004



Percentage of Adolescents with 
Hyperactive Problems

1974 1986 1999

Boys 11.1 8.3 16.9

Girls 6.6 5.7 7.1

Collishaw et al. 2004



Substance use in teenagers 
2001-7: itôs not all bad



Year 12 retention rates static 
from 1990





Parenting and public health...

Â Parenting is 
probably the most 
important public 
health issue facing 
our society.

Â It is the largest variable 
implicated in childhood 
illnesses and accidents; 
mental illness; truancy, 
school disruption, 
underachievement; teenage 
pregnancy; substance 
misuse; juvenile crime; 
unemployability.  Hoghughi, 
1998



Parentingé. 

Âñéis part of a system for passing on 
adultsô experience of adversity to a 
developing child.

Â When parents experience more 
adversity, family life suffers, and 
children grow up less empathetic but 
ready to deal with more antagonistic 
relationshipsò

Â The Spirit Level Wilkinson and Pickett, 2009



Some reasons why poor 
children failé.









But its more than parentingé



The influence of macropolicy

Â Labour market policies that do not 
recognise the extensive demands 
placed on families with young children, 
combined with the dearth of affordable 
child care, create a situation where 
adequate nurturing of the next 
generation cannot be assured.

Â D Keating and C Hertzman, 1993



Access to child care since 
1999



Relative incomes
Ratio top/bottom quintile



Widening income disparity

Wider gap



Widening income inequality is 
bad for all of us

Â Most unequal compared to least 
unequal societies have:

Â Five times rate of mental illness

Â Five times more likely to be imprisoned

Â Six times more likely to be obese

Â Murder rates many times higher



Mental health and inequality

http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/images/mental-health.gif


Drug use and inequality
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Obesity and inequality

http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/images/obesity.gif


Trust and inequality

http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/images/trust.gif


Teenage pregnancy and 
inequality

http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/images/teenage-births.gif


Wellbeing and inequality


