
Making It Happen 

In the afternoon session, “Making It Happen”, participants 
were encouraged to explore and collectively create ideas 
to embed the importance of nurturing creative learning in 
all its forms for young children in Tasmania.  The 
important questions were: “What is happening now?” 
and “How can we build on what we are already doing?” 

Participants brainstormed ways to address the following 
objectives (ideas developed in the workshops are listed 
under each objective): 

Foster and enhance opportunities for young children’s creative development in early years settings, 
schools and communities in Tasmania 

∙ Commitment to outreach ALL OF TASMANIA 

∙ Trail (map) – number in parks/playgrounds, along rivers, in city, incorporating art, mosaics, 
footprints to follow, shapes to climb over/under, local council, include history 

∙ Dance – Aboriginal, bring to young children 

∙ Storytelling festival – through dance, drawing, cultural, puppets, living books, Aboriginal 
culture 

∙ Gardens – Botanical Gardens – Pete’s patch, increase growing/cooking with children and 
adults PD, Tasmanian children’s recipe book 

∙ Water – huge potential for numeracy and literacy, some sort of park/centre, water wall, 
clear pipes, spouts, streams, aqua channels 

∙ A ‘HOME’ for arts activities and young children and families 

∙ Symphony orchestra – young children to access 

Build on the knowledge, skills and confidence of all those who work with young children, to encourage 
engagement of children in creative activities 

∙ Funding for: Personal development that supports professionals to increase their belief in 
themselves as creative beings through an ongoing supportive program. Options: Mentor-
who am I?, workshops – values/qualities, Relationship with Artists 

∙ Shift in valuing creativity as being the core of working with young children (done through a 
learning set over time) 

∙ Richer perspective on the creativity of children and belief in the child (done through a 
learning set over time) 

∙ Increase self image as being creative-what is it?, shift in how we think, trust and believe in 
us 



∙ Have qualities and confidence in: self reflection, 
trust, respect, empathy-child’s shoes 

Support parents, caregivers and families in fostering 
their child’s creativity, recognising them as children’s first 
and most important educators 

∙ Empower parents to feel confident enough to 
nurture their child’s creativity 

∙ Run workshops with parents to help instil confidence in them to be able to work with their 
children creatively and/or invite parents to bring their children to a creativity workshop 

∙ Creativity by stealth: Cooking/baking bread, gardening etc 

∙ Funding 

∙ Artists in residence 

∙ We need to realise that creativity isn’t just about paint, drawing or making music. It is there 
in everyday things and doesn’t need a workshop to be able to happen. 

Increase awareness of the role of the arts in fostering early years literacy and numeracy 

∙ Listening to children 

∙ Include the parents in everything you do with the children 

∙ Observations of the children 

∙ Support parents ie giving them the space to have time with their children for creativity 

∙ Observations of the children to see what they are interested in 

∙ Validating the role of parenthood 

∙ Inclusive community, creative spaces 

∙ Helping parents to make links to make 
it more probable to happen 

∙ Validate diversity 

∙ Ask what the community can do for 
you, not what you can do for the 
community 

∙ Allowing open-ended creativity 

∙ Room for children to communicate 
their ideas 



Under the leadership of Victoria Ryle, participants also exercised their creative skills to make 
booklets to represent their thoughts about art and the early years.  The booklets were created 
using cuttings from print media and drawings and guided much of the group discussion. 

The booklets revealed many and varied ideas for creating opportunities for art based activities 
in Tasmania.  Common themes emerged, such as the need to instil a sense of confidence to 
undertake arts activities in children and parents; the need for communities and services to work 
together to create art spaces for children and their families; the valuable role art plays in 
connecting thoughts and people; and the hopes and ideas that can be revealed through artistic 
expression in everyday activities.   

Where to from here 

While the workshop provided an insight into the theory and practice of fostering creativity in 
the early years and some existing arts based activities in Tasmania, it also demonstrated that 
there is a strong understanding of the educational and therapeutic benefits of arts based 
activities and readiness and enthusiasm to expand opportunities for young children’s creative 
development in Tasmania.   

A common theme emerging from the workshop was that together, government agencies, non-
government organisations and the community can create more opportunities for arts based 
activities in the early years in Tasmania, through everyday activities as well as targeted programs.      

The ideas developed through the workshops will be used by a working group to develop a 
project proposal which will be submitted to the Myer Foundation.  The Myer Foundation 
supports education as: “a crucial strategy in reducing poverty, promoting sustainable practices, 
developing self expression, and promoting a just and civil society. Through education, people 
can build a world that is sustainable, is innovative, and builds strong communities.” 

Participants were invited to indicate their interest in being involved in the development of the 
proposal, under the auspice of the Tasmanian Early Years Foundation.  

The proposal will be developed in the next few months. 


